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‘To Mr Firz-Apba M; 


NYY HE R E are few things which con- 
1 oa §. tribute more to miflead our judg- 






*- ments, and pervert our morals, than 
on. ., CE de confufion ‘of our ideas arifing 
Oi sey of from the abufe of words. Hence 
SAr’NLF it hourly happens that virtues and 

‘vices are fo blended and difguifed by taking each other’s 

names, that almoft the worft actions a man can be guilty 

of, fhall be attributed to an elevated and laudable fpirit. 

Thus the moft extravagant fellow living, who, tokeep 

up an oftentatious figure by all kinds of expence, fets his 

country and confcience to fale, hall be extolled by all 
about him as a noble generous foul, above the low con- 
fideratioa 
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fideration of dirty money. The high-mettled blood, 
who debauches his friend’s wife or daughter; who 
witholds a.tradefman’s juft debt, that he may be punctual 
with a fharper; in fhort, who dares do any injury, and 
fun the man through the body who hall refent it, calls 


 thimfelf, and is called by the world, a man of gallantry, 


and honour. OEconomy is put out of countenance by 
the edious word avarice ; and the moft rapacious covet- 
oufnefs takes fhelter under the terms prudence and dif- 
cretion. An eafy thoughtlefsnefs of temper, which be- 
trays the owner to recommend a fcoundrel ; to lend to, 
or be bound for a fpendthrift; to conform with all the 
gallant fchemes of a profligate; to heap favours on a 
pimp or fharper, even to the neglect of meritorious 
friends, and frequently to the diftrefling a wife and 
children ; in.fine, that eafy difpofition of mind which 
cannot refift importunity, be the folicitor ever fo un- 
worthy, is dignified with the moft amiable of all epi- 
thets, good-nature ; and fo the thing itfelf brought in- 
to difgrace by the mifapplication of the word, 

Tue bare mention of thefe abufes is fufficient to lead 
every thinking reader into a larger catalogue of the like 
kind. Hence it is that falfhood’ ufurps the place of 
truth, and ignominy of merit; and though’sthis may 
have been the complaint of all ages and nations of the 
civilized world; yet ftilt the cheaters and the cheated 
are as numerous as ever. : 

I nave been led into thefe refleGtions by the fuper- 
ficial and miftaken opinions which are almoft univer- 
fally received of two gentlemen in a neighbouring 
county, at whofe houfes I have been lately entertained, 
and whofe charaéters I fhall here delineate, concealing 
their real names under the fictitious ones of Sombrinus 


and Hilarius. 
SoMBRINUS 
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SomsBrinvs is a younger brother of a noble family, 
whofe intrinfic worth having been defcried and valued 
by aman of folid fenfe in the neighbourhood, procured 
him the, happinefs of his only daughter in marriage, 
with a fortune of a thoufand pounds per annum. Som- 
brinus is a man of extraordinary natural parts, cultivated 
by much reading and obfervation: of nice honour ; fin- 
cere in his friendfhips, which are but few, and univer- 
fally humane. A warm lover of his religion and coun- 
try, and an excellent juftice of the peace, in which ca-_ 
pacity he takes infinite pains to-allay bitternefs, and com- 
pofe quarrels. Pious himfelf, a regularity of devotion 
is kept.up in his family. His numerous iflue (to which 
he is rather effentially affeCtionate, than fond) obliges 
him to ceconomy, though his natural inclination is ftrong- 
er towards difpenfing riches, than hoarding them. His 
equipage and table are rather neat and fufficient than 
fumptuous. Reafonable people are always welcome to 
him ; but the riotous find their account neither in his 
temperance, nor his converfation.. With all thefe good 
qualities, his too great avidity for book knowledge, his 
_ penetration into men and manners, and his exalted noti- 
ons of reafon and rectitude, combining with a fickly habit 
of body, render him apt to be fplenetic or filent,; upon 
occafions wherein his delicacy is grofly offended. Hence 
the much injured Sombrinus lies under the calumny of 
being a very #/-natured man, among all thofe who have 
but a flight acquaintance with him ; while even his in- 
timates, who fee him ataall hours, and in every mood, 
though convinced of the goodnefs of his heart, and the 
purity of his intentions, are yet obliged, when contend- 
ing in his favour, to grant that he has often the appear- 
ance of an ill-humoured man. 


HILarRivs 
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_ ‘Huzaruvs is a, downright country gentleman ; aon 
wvivant ; an indefatigable {portfman. He can drink his 
gallon at a:fitting, and will tell you he was never /ck 
uor forry in his life., He married a moft :difagreeable 
‘woman with a vaft fortune, whom however he-contents 
himfelf with flighting, merely -becaufe he-cannot take 
the trouble of ufing her ill. For the fame reafon he is 
feldom feen to be angry, unlefs his favourite horfe 
fhould happen to be lamed, or. the game att infringed. 
Having an eftate of above five thoufand a year, his ftrong 
beer, ale and wine cellar are always well ftored; to 
either of which, as.alfo to his table, abounding in plen- 
ty of good victuals ill forted and ill dreffed, every voter 
and foxhunter claims a kind of right. He roars for the 
church, which he never vifits, and is-eternally cracking 
his coarfe jefts, and talking {mut to the parfons; whom 
_ ifhe can make fuddled, and expofe to contempt, it is 
the higheft pleafurehe can enjoy. As for his lay friends, 
nothing-is more frequent with him than to fet them and 
their fervants dead drunk upon their horfes, to whofe 
fagacity it,is left to find the way homein adark winter’s 
night ; and fhould any of them happen to be found half 
{mothered in a ditch next morning, .it affords him ex- 
cellent diverfion for a twelve-month after. His fons are 
loobies, and his daughters hoydens: not that he is cove- 
tous, but carelefs in their educations. ‘Through the fame 
indolence, his'baftards, of which he has not a few, are 
left to the..parith ; and:his men ‘and’maid fervants run 
riot without, controul, for want: of difcipline in the fa-’ 
mily. He has a mortal averfion to-any interruption in’ 
his mirth. Tell him ofa calamity that has befallen one 
of his acquaintance, he afks where ftands the bottle ? 
Propofe to him the aflifting at a quarter feflions; he’ is* 


ft engaged 
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engaged at a cock-match ; or fhould he, through cu- 
riofity, make his appearance there, ever jovial and face- 
tious, and equally free from the difturbance of paffion 
and compaffion, he will crack his joke from the bench 
with the vagrant whom. he fentences to be whipt 
through the county, or with the felon whom he con- 
demns to the gallows. Such is his condefcenfion, that he 
makes no fcruple to take his pipe and pot at an alehoufe 
with the very dregs of the people. As for the parlia- 
ment (though his feat in it cofts him very dear in houfe- 
keeping) if the fate of the nation depended upon his 
attendance there, he would not be prevailed on to. quit 
the country in the fhooting or hunting feafon, unlefs 
forced up byacall of the houfe. In fine, -it is an in- 
variable maxim with him, let what will happen, never 
to give himfelf one-moment’s concern. Are you in 
health and profperity ?. No one is readier to club a laugh 
with you ; but he has no ear to the voice of diftrefS or 
complaint. The bufinefs of* his life is (what he calls) 


pleafure; to promote this, he annually confumes his 


large income, which without any defign of his, may 

happen indeed to do fome good, 
And wander, heav'n direéted, tothe poor. - 
Wiru thefe endowments, there are at leaft nine in 
ten, who give the preference to Hilarius, and lavith on 
him the epithets of the worthieft, the nobleft, and the 
beft-natured creature alive ; while Sombrinus is ridiculed 
as a deadly wife man, a milkfop, ftingy, proud, fullen, 
and ill-natured. Yet Sombrinus is the man to whom 
every one flies, whenever there is a demand for juftice, 
good fenfe, wholefome counfel, or real charity: to 
Hilarius, when the belly only is to be confulted, or the 

time diffipated, 

Tuus 
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_Tuivs are the thoufand good qualities of Sombrinus 
eclipfed by a too referved and ferious turn. of mind; 
whiie Hilarius, on the falfe credit of generofity, and 
good humour, without one fingle virtue in his com- 
pofition, fwims triumphantly with the ftream of ap~ 
plaufe, and is efteemed by every one of his acquain- 
tance, for having only the abilities of a complete vo- 
luptuary. | 7 

Icannor difmifs this letter without lamenting the 
miftaken opinions ufually received of characters like 
thefe, as a woful inftance of the depravity of our hearts 
as well as heads. A man may with equal propriety 
averr, that the giant who thewed himielf for a fhilling 
laft winter at Charing Crofs, was in every refpect a 
much greater man than Mr. Pope, who had the mis- 
fortune of being low, crooked, and afflicted with the 
head-ake, 

i am, 
SiR, 
Your conftant reader 


and moft humble fervant, 
W. M. 





Pees 
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